Those Who Serve
Opening Prayer
Song Leader
Communion
Assist
Assist
Dismiss Services

Sep 30
Charles Hall
Evan Hall
Rick Stocking
Mike Powell
Joe Burnsed
Joe Burnsed

Oct 7
Joe Holloway
Joe Burnsed
Olan Bacon
Joe Burnsed
Aaron Burnsed
Charles Hall

Prayer List
Bob Emsweller – at home and feeling better
Olan Bacon – Home again, recuperating
Darlene Monreal – Mike Powell’s daughter. health problems
Gregory Dozier – family problems
Lorianne Broussard – Sister in law of Nick & Lisa Barratta; son Jacob Olivier has been
missing for several months.
Jessie Shuman – Health Problems
Sandy Parker – at home with her parents
Jason and Tracy Sheehy - upcoming adoption in Uganda
Wanda Pledge – recovering from a stroke and going home soon
Jay Williams – Health problems
Mark & Teresa Callaway – Health problems
Tom Ekpot Sr – very ill at home in Nigeria

Announcements

Calendar for October – on back pew
Save –Labels, Food Pantry Items, Change Jar, Cans, Medicine
Bottles, & OTC Medicines, sheets, pillow cases, peanut butter, BandAids, toilet paper
Meetings – tonight after evening services
Bookmark our Facebook page. And add
EllabellChurchofChrist@hotmail.com to your contact list. Brother
Paul asks that you simply email him anything you want to appear on
the Facebook page; pictures, announcements, etc.
Call List –There are forms on the back pew if you want to be added
to our call list. If you want a call made, call me or text me and I will
make the call and schedule it. 912-667-0519
Prayer List –There is a form on the back pew to add names to the
prayer list.
Worship Services Online – Go to our website and there is a link at
the bottom. Join us from anywhere in the world online.
http://ellabellcofchome.webs.com/
If you enjoyed reading our bulletin, please pass or
forward it to others interested in the Cause of Christ
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Service
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Speaking Where The Bible Speaks; Silent Where The
Bible Is Silent
September 30, 2012
We Must Declare The Whole Counsel Of God
By Ron Boatwright
Teaching and preaching God’s word of truth is very important.
Because of it or the lack of it, one’s eternal destiny is determined.
We are to "Buy the truth and sell it not" (Proverbs 23:23). Let no one
deprive you of the truth. Jesus says, "Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God" (Luke 4:4). Our preaching and
teaching must be balanced to include all of God’s word. Paul told the
Ephesian elders, "I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have
not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God" (Acts
20:26-27). In preaching and teaching God’s word, we must never
shun any of it. If one does, he will have the
blood of lost souls on his hands. The Lord will
hold him responsible.
God in speaking to Ezekiel says, "When I say
to the wicked, you shall surely die, and you give
him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked
from his wicked way, to save his life, the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood will I require at your hand. Yet if you
warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his
wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity, but you
have delivered your soul" (Ezekiel 3:18-19). We

must always be determined to stand up for the truth. We must never
shun to fully proclaim any of God’s word. If we do, others will be lost
in their iniquity, and we will be held accountable and we could also
lose our own souls. This is serious!
As one swears in court "to tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth", we today
must do the same in teaching God’s word. God
in "His divine power has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godliness" (2 Peter 1:3).
God has given us everything we need to know
so we can be pleasing to Him. Jesus says,
"Teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you" (Matthew 28:20). Jesus
wants all of His word taught and observed, and
nothing to be left out.
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17). It takes all of God’s word to make
us complete. If God did not want us to teach and obey certain
portions of His word, He would not have given it to us.
Why do people refuse to declare the whole counsel of God? Why
do we have indistinctive preaching and teaching today, which would
be readily accepted in any denominational church? It is because
they want to be popular and "politically correct". Jesus says, "Woe to
you when all men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the
false prophets" (Luke 6:26). Is it because
they don’t to make waves or rock the boat?
Is it they don’t want to hurt someone’s
feelings? Are they afraid? Are they not
convicted and committed to faithfully teaching
God’s word? Or is it they don’t really care if
those they are teaching are eternally lost? If
one does truly care, he will teach the whole
counsel of God. There is really no difference
in one shunning to teach the whole counsel
of God than in one teaching false doctrine.
Both will cause people to be lost and the one
responsible will be held accountable for his
teaching or lack of teaching.
Worldly and sinful influence has a way of altering how one thinks.
Our society is becoming more materialistic and less spiritual. Many
in the Lord’s church are moving toward liberalism and are ashamed
of what God says in the Bible. We must never be ashamed to teach

any part of God’s word. Jesus says, "For whoever is ashamed of Me
and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son
of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in His glory of His
Father with the holy angels" (Mark 8:38). If the Lord is ashamed of
us, then most likely we are going to be lost.
In our teaching and preaching we must boldly stand up and refute
all error. We must ask God as Peter and John did, after having been
arrested and threatened for teaching the truth, to "enable your
servants to speak your word with great boldness" (Acts 4:29). We
must "contend earnestly for the faith" (Jude 3).
Elders, preachers, and teachers are all responsible for declaring
the whole counsel of God. Elders are ultimately charged to spiritually
"feed the church" (Acts 20:28), "for they watch out for your souls, as
those who must give an account" (Hebrews 13:17). Elders will give
an account to the Lord on the Day of Judgment for what they did or
failed to do.
Preachers are charged with proclaiming the full and complete will
of God. Paul told Titus to "Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke
with all authority" (Titus 2:15). Preachers are to "Preach the word!
Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, and
exhort with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine" (2 Timothy 4:2-3). All of
God’s word is to be preached when people want to hear it and when
they don’t want to hear it.
Bible class teachers must insure they faithfully teach all of God’s
word to their students, "which is able to save your souls" (James
1:21). We must not alter the truth to suit ourselves and others. We
must "not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall you
diminish ought from it"
(Deuteronomy 4:2). When one
shuns to declare the whole
counsel of God, he is
diminishing ought from it and is
disobeying God. If a preacher
or teacher holds back the truth
because someone will not like
it, he is not qualified to preach
or teach God's word. We must
boldly declare the whole
counsel of God, so we can be
pleasing to Him and go to
Heaven with those whom we
have faithfully taught.

